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AROUND  
THE WORLD

Bellerby & Co Globemakers 
handcrafts beautiful bespoke 

globes from its London workshop

W
hen Peter Bellerby decided to  
buy his father a globe for his  
80th birthday, all he could find 

were fragile antiques and poor-quality 
imitations. So, he decided to make one. 
Two years later, in 2008, he finished that 
globe, and made another decision – to 
found Bellerby & Co Globemakers. “If  
I had set out to make a business of globe- 
making from day one, it would most likely 
have never happened,” he says. “It started 
as a hobby and it just got out of hand.”

Today, Bellerby & Co crafts some of the 
finest globes in the world – each passing 
through at least five pairs of hands and 

taking between a few weeks and six 
months to complete. “The team of 20 
– which includes cartographers, an 
illustrator, an engraver, woodworkers, 
painters and makers – uses my technique, 
which was developed through that first 
year of trial and error, and improvements 
over the years that followed,” he says.

The process begins with the creation of 
a perfect sphere, made using two 
half-moulds. Then, the map is edited – 
each globe is made to order, and so the 
cartography is updated regularly and 
personalised depending on customers’ 
preferences. The paper segments of the 
map, known as “gores”, are then attached. 
“This is very precise and difficult work,” 
says Bellerby. “The paper wants to rip, 
ripple, bubble or tear.” After this, details 
are applied by hand using watercolours 
and the globe is sealed. The final step is to 
make, finish and engrave the base.

As expected, this level of work comes at 
a price – small globes start at US$1,600 
and the largest start at $105,000. “Our 
customers are a wide range of people 
from all over the world,” says Bellerby. 
“We’ve been lucky to meet some really 
fascinating people – but, of course, we 
don’t kiss and tell.” bellerbyandco.com

THE SHOP
The world’s largest 

map shop, Stanfords in 
London’s Covent Garden, 

has been catering 
to cartophiles and 

travellers since 1853. 
stanfords.co.uk

THE MUSEUM
Vienna’s Globe Museum 

houses all sorts of 
wonders – mostly 

terrestrial and celestial 
globes made pre-1850.

onb.ac.at

THE SOCIETY
Learn more about maps 

with the New York 
Map Society. Regular 
meetings with guest 

speakers are held at the 
New York Public Library. 
newyorkmapsociety.org

Clockwise from right: 
Gores – segments of 
map – before being 

attached to a globe; 
a bespoke Celestial 

Globe; an artisan 
painting watercolour 

details onto a globe 
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